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disputes that are won on the ground of argument but lost
by reputation, the case of German Particularism, as it
stands to-day, would indeed be desperate. Nothing is so
unreasonable that some argument cannot be found in
support of it. Thus, the calculations of those who desire to
perpetuate the weakness of Germany and that German
contentment which can transform the unendurable into
something endurable have, with an amazing sentimentality
and zeal, created a world of myths calculated to prove that
Germany was destined to disintegration from the outset.
But the consoling arguments of Particularism will cease
to console ; its black prognostications will cease to affright;
and if, with shameless brow; it still maintains the historic
necessity of the German Kleinstaaterei, we will refuse to
allow the most precious thing in life, the human will, to be
argued out of history. That which a later generation names
a historic necessity was always only a possibility, until, by
the will and energy of the nations, it was made a reality ;
it was nothing more than a combination of political circum-
stances, in which the destinies of the protagonists might
aid or obstruct, but never alone decide. With almost the
same arguments that to-day are brought forward to prove
the necessity for the disintegration of Germany, it will one
day be explained to a happier generation that this land
was from the beginning destined to unity. If we make a
rapid survey of the fairy-tale world of Particularism, it
becomes clear that any moderately intelligent person could
sweep it away with a few words, and it is indispensable
that this undergrowth should be swept away if we are to
clear the ground for an understanding.

" It is vain to try to defend the reality of the German
Confederation behind the shield of legitimacy. There are
truly no legitimate considerations which can hinder the
German nation from setting aside the Federal Diet, since
the latter has been unlawfully revived.1 The advocates
of a stupid conservatism would have done well to have

1 By Austria in 1850, in opposition to the new Prussian Federal Union,